
 Whole Child Tenet #2

Safe
Each student learns in an environment 
that is physically and emotionally safe 
for students and adults.

1.	 Our school building, grounds, playground 
equipment, and vehicles are secure and meet all 
established safety and environmental standards.

2.	 Our school physical plant is attractive; is 
structurally sound; has good internal (hallways) 
and external (pedestrian, bicycle, and motor 
vehicle) traffic flow, including for those with 
special needs; and is free of defects.

3.	 Our physical, emotional, academic, and social 
school climate is safe, friendly, and student-
centered.

4.	 Our students feel valued, respected, and cared 
for and are motivated to learn.

5.	 Our school staff, students, and family members 
establish and maintain school and classroom 
behavioral expectations, rules, and routines that 
teach students how to manage their behavior 
and help students improve problem behavior.

6.	 Our school provides our students, staff, and 
family members with regular opportunities for 
learning and support in teaching students how 
to manage their own behavior and reinforcing 
expectations, rules, and routines.

7.	 Our school teaches, models, and provides 
opportunities to practice social-emotional skills, 
including effective listening, conflict resolution, 
problem solving, personal reflection and 
responsibility, and ethical decision making.

8.	 Our school upholds social justice and equity 
concepts and practices mutual respect for 
individual differences at all levels of school 
interactions—student-to-student, adult-
tostudent, and adult-to-adult.

9.	 Our school climate, curriculum, and instruction 
reflect both high expectations and an 
understanding of child and adolescent growth 
and development.

10.	 Our teachers and staff develop and implement 
academic and behavioral interventions based 
on an understanding of child and adolescent 
development and learning theories.


